REPORTS ON THE FOUR CTIPA PROJECTS FOR THE 2013-14 AGM

CTIPA BREAKFAST PROJECT

STATS

The twelve months figures of the Breakfast Project attendance from up to 31ST Mar 2014 was 2974, an increase of 351 breakfasts served from the previous twelve months.

Staff have regularly attended the Homeless Forum in Truro, held at Diocesan House.   Twelve volunteers successfully completed the Level 2 Health and Hygiene Day. 

The arrangement for the enhanced DBS/CRB check is via the Penwith Volunteer Bureau. Each volunteer is checked for the “protection of vulnerable adults”.

This project is always seeking committed volunteers to assist in the daily delivery.   If you are interested in volunteering - please contact the CTIPA Projects Co-ordinator details below.

A big thank you to David Quick, the Breakfast Project Coordinator and to all our committed 32 volunteers from various chapels and churches in Penzance Area who make the Project (now in its 15 year) on-going and possible.

This year our main grant funding ceased with immediate effect from 1st April. 
If you would like to financially support this project through a Standing Order which can be Gift Aided, please contact the CTIPA Projects Coordinator
CTIPA FOOD BANK PROJECT

A VERY BIG THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT TOWARDS THE CTIPA PENZANCE FOOD BANK

The 1st APRIL 2014 update offers a sincere thank you for all the support work carried out by the Staff at all Food Bank outlets and the very kind donations of tinned and dried food given by customers.  This on-going support remains important - the figures reflecting that more and more people are having difficulty in ‘making ends meet’ as the effects of the new universal benefits system kicks in.

The work carried out by the CTIPA Food Bank Project is freely given by some 30 plus local committed volunteers who collect and process the many donations and give out the food boxes on receipt of genuine food vouchers.

Professional agencies give out the CTIPA Penzance Food Bank vouchers independently of the Food Bank itself.   The food given is used as a bridge between the time that benefits are applied for and when benefits are received.  This time period used to be three weeks, but is now often extended to five/six weeks.  

Sadly, the work of the CTIPA Penzance Food Bank continues to be necessary for all ages throughout our Penwith Peninsula.  Satellite collection points are available in St Just, Pendeen, Sennen and St Buryan.   Hard times for some in our communities continue but, with your help, we can all play our part ensuring the Food Bank Project continues until it is no longer required - i.e. that all members of our Penwith communities are fed.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVED BY FOOD BANK - 5474

THE GIVING SHOP
Started 24th Nov 2012

Since the early days so much has happened and peoples lives have genuinely been changed by their contact with the shop   Christian volunteers have been working at the “coal face” on a number of occasions, supporting and helping with peoples problems, being a listening ear with a warm cup of tea.

Craft Weeks, tombolas, themed windows and Silver Surfer courses - the latter resulting in 48 people aged 65 plus who had never touched a keyboard, learning the rudiments of Microsoft office and safe access to the internet, at their own pace, as they try to adapt to modern life.    Tutors have giving their time freely, running these weekly sessions.

Kernow Credit Union point inside the shop - an alternative to pay day loan shops which have infiltrated our high streets.

This is truly a Churches Together Project - in the Market Place - that we are very proud of.

The Wharfside Shopping Management are pleased with our presence opening 10am - 4pm 6 days a week and have relocated us opposite Costa Coffee which will bring ‘increased footfall.’  We can now have a greater impact sharing our Lord’s love with those who drop in.  We reopen on Monday 23rd June 2014.

So, to date we have received over 15,000 gifts from children, parents, adults and young people passing them on to those in need and we have distributed over £8500 to support local charities.   We know the Holy Spirit is at work in our shop. Huge thanks to our volunteers and Annette Costello, Manager.
May the Giving Shop long continue doing God’s work, through our Churches Together volunteers, in Penzance Market Place. 

Visit the Giving Shop yourself by clicking on the link address below:-

www.churchestogetherinpenzance.co.uk/thegivingshop.htm
STREET PASTORS PROJECT
Victoria Howard, joint coordinator at the Penzance Street Pastors says that they have been well received by most people on the streets.
Each weekend, a team of four pastors make their way along Causewayhead and past the town's pubs and clubs. They are armed with a reveller support pack including bottles of water, anti-drink spiking gadgets and flip-flops, handing out to shoeless women so they don't hurt their feet.
A team of Prayer Pastors stay at their base and pray for their fellow volunteers, emergency services and revellers.  The Street Pastor team also lend a listening ear to people in need of support.
Examples would be - listened to a young man who attempted suicide after seeing domestic abuse in the home; stayed with a vulnerable young woman who had no phone or money; escorted four under-age girls away from a man who was pestering them; lent a coat to a drunk girl and took her home after she was left by friends.
At the moment, the team meets every Saturday night at 10pm and are on the streets from 10.45pm until 4.00am.

ACTIVITIES SUCCESSFULLY UNDERTAKEN

HUMPHRY DAVY SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES – Throughout the yearly curriculum continues. Organised by Rev Howard Peskett.  Various denominational volunteers taking assemblies 8.45am -9am with 160 pupils each day for 4 days over two separate weeks. Extra volunteers required.

SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY – Sunday 19thJan – Wonderful service at St Hilary Church 6.pm with Bishop Tim and Rev Steve Wild.

GOOD FRIDAY SILENT WALK OF WITNESS – 18th Apr 2014 – Christians walking through Penzance Town Centre as part of their personal Christian witness. Short service followed.  Preacher - Rev Dom Jones.  Coffee and tea was served in the Salvation Army Citadel.

GWENNAP PIT – PENTECOST SERVICE - Christians from all over Cornwall celebrating together on Sunday 19th May.   The 'address' was given by the retiring URC Provincial Moderator Rev David Grosch-Miller.  
SATURDAY LENTEN LUNCHES

St Peter's Church Hall, Newlyn - Chapel Street Methodist - Wesley Rock Methodist Chapel, Heamoor  - St Mary’s Parish Church, Chapel Street, Penzance - Roman Catholic Church, Penzance - All Saints, Marazion.  Organised by Rev Jon Robertshaw, the CTIPA Lenten Lunches collections raised £1407.69 for Christian Aid
INSPIRATIONAL WORKSHOP – Sat 15th Feb, which encouraged Church members to work through their priorities of CTIPA’s future directions and forward planning. To be continued.
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